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CULTURAL ROUNDTABLE
In 2012, a Cultural Roundtable (CRT)
formed in order to represent the interests
of the arts and culture community, local
businesses, and schools.
The mission of the CRT is to facilitate
collaboration, coordination, and
communication between local arts and
cultural organizations, the Town of Stony
Plain, artists, youth, service groups
and businesses.

Our community’s
culture begins with
pride in its history,
a commitment to
inclusiveness, and
a creative path to
our future.

~
2012 Cultural Master Plan

The CRT works to:
■ Identify initiatives through which
organizations can work together to
support and enhance community
events and programs,
■ Increase the community’s participation
in cultural programs and events, and
■ Identify opportunities for regional
collaboration in advancing cultural
development and tourism.

between a community member,
the Stony Plain Public Library,
Multicultural Heritage Centre, and
CRT, will provide more tourism
opportunity to entice movement
from Edmonton to Stony Plain
instead of the reverse!

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
The Cultural Roundtable focuses
on working collaboratively with
the community as we continue
to implement the Cultural Master
Plan. 2017 had some wonderful
cultural highlights:
■ record-breaking attendance
at the outdoor music
Summer Sessions,
■ two new murals sponsored by
the Meridian Foundation,
■ a mobile visitor services
kiosk, and
■ being chosen as a Feature
Site for the second time during
Alberta Culture Days.
Members of the CRT represent
both the local iconic cultural
organizations and the citizens
of the community, and bring a
deep passion for the culture in
Stony Plain to their place at the

table. The indefinable nature of
culture means that the committee
needs to adapt to changing
environments. As we move
forward we are exploring new
ways to promote and encourage
cultural events and perspectives
in Stony Plain while continuing to
support existing initiatives such
as the partnership with FCSS,
which brings art programming to
groups who may otherwise be
unable to access it. New initiatives
in 2018 include an Excellence
in Arts & Culture Award through
the Chamber of Commerce
Awards of Excellence and a
partnership with the local chapter
of the international organization
Volksport to connect healthy living
with culture while simultaneously
promoting tourism in Stony Plain.
The latter, being a collaboration

Each member of the CRT brings
unique perspectives and gifts
which contribute enormously to
creating a welcoming community
rich with cultural opportunities.
The indefinable nature of culture

matches Stony Plain’s indefinable
appeal; we can’t pinpoint it
exactly, but visitors feel it and the
work of the Cultural Roundtable is
an integral part of that appeal.
Respectfully submitted by

Allison Stewart, CRT Chair
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Aboriginal Day Youth Ambassador Program
June 23 marked the 18th annual Aboriginal
Day here in Stony Plain and once again the
Town participated through honouring 20
young people with the distinction of being a
Youth Ambassador. The youth participated
in the set-up of the events Tipis and Métis
tents while receiving teachings from

Elders and learning the traditions of their
ancestors. On the day of the event they
were gifted with a ribbon shirt or dress,
an eagle feather or Métis sash, and the
honour of participating in the Grand Entry.

Canada Day and Citizenship Ceremony

Canada 150 Mural Mosaic

For the 5th consecutive year Stony
Plain was honoured with the opportunity
to host a Citizenship Ceremony in
partnership with Citizenship and
Immigration Canada. Over 60 New
Canadians gathered amongst dignitaries
and more than 200 spectators to
become citizens. At the end of the
ceremony, a birthday cake was cut

As a part of the Canada 150
celebrations St. Albert artist
group Mural Mosaic is creating
a nation-wide mural. Stony Plain
was one of only 150 communities
to be chosen to participate in the
project. A 12’x8’ mural, made up
of over 700 tiles, was created by

in honour of the 150th anniversary of
confederation.
As part of the Canada Day celebrations
entertainment by The Joint Chiefs and
Thistle could be heard on Blueberry
Stage, and the Stony Plain Art Walk
celebrated its 5th anniversary filling the
park with beautiful art by regional artists.

community members over three
days in November, 2016. The
mural was unveiled in Rotary
Park on October 12 and many
were on hand to point out their
tile to friends and family.

Strengthening Regional Partnerships and Collaboration
Tri-Region Tourism Partnership
This ongoing regional marketing
partnership between Parkland County,
the City of Spruce Grove, and the Town of
Stony Plain continues to support tourism
organizations and businesses through
content creation and sharing across
multiple platforms. Visitation is up across
the website by 42% and there were large
increases in organic visitation in 2017. This
is a result of increased visitation to the
events section of the site.
On the social media channels Tri-Region
Tourism had 7234 engagements and
444,066 impressions on Facebook,
and 1588 engagements and 69,606

impressions on Twitter. Event, activities,
food, and outdoor recreation content did
particularly well. With 57% of the Facebook
audience living in the Tri-Region and
another 32% living in the greater Edmonton
region, daytrip ideas and content that is
directly relatable to the local audience had
the most impact.
The partnership also undertook the
provision of a free, half-day workshop
for local tourism operators which focused
on managing and monitoring the online
footprint of your business and
personal brand.

Mobile Visitor Services
In 2016, with the support of the Town, the
Stony Plain Visitor Information Centre (VIC)
undertook a pilot project to provide mobile
visitor services at local events. The goal of
this well received project was to encourage
event goers to seek out other tourism
opportunities in the community.
In an effort to grow the program in 2017
the VIC and Town partnered with Parkland
County and were successful in obtaining
funding from the Alberta Culture and

Tourism, Visitor Services Innovation Fund.
The funding allowed the VIC to increase
the capacity of the program and provide
a dedicated staff person throughout
the summer months as a mobile travel
counselor. The kiosk was present at
various events around Stony Plain and
Parkland County encouraging visitors to
explore our region and collecting much
needed statistics on behalf of the partners.

Partnerships with Family and Community Support
Services (FCSS)
Creative Connections:
Exploring Acrylic Painting
The Culture & Tourism
Development Office and Stony
Plain FCSS partnered to offer
three, five-week art therapy
programs facilitated by local
artist Daphne Côté. Participants
from the Parkland Head Injury
Association, George Hennig
Place, and Westview Health
Centre each created an acrylic
on canvas painting. The
paintings were hung at FCSS
and a gallery opening was
held for each organizations
participants, their guests and
members of the public.

Healing Through Art
Healing Through Art was an artbased support group for people
working through the healing
process. The four-part class was
facilitated by Alexis Marie Chute
and included writing, collage,
painting, and sculpture work.
This program was run as
a partnership between Stony
Plain FCSS, the Multicultural
Heritage Centre, and Culture
and Tourism Development.

Creating a Coordinated Cultural Marketing Initiative
Destination Guide
In 2017 a newly designed Destination
Guide was distributed to over 10,000
recipients. Local households and
businesses received the guide via direct
mail and the remainder were distributed
via the Stony Plain Visitor Information
Centre (VIC) and other VIC’s around the

province. The new guide design allowed
for increased information about Stony
Plain’s amenities and events and ran from
May 1-December 31. It contained over
30 pages of information relevant to both
visitors and residents.

Shop the Season Advertising
Campaign
The “Shop the Season” advertising
campaign was continued with two ads
being styled, photographed, and designed
in-house utilizing products from local
businesses. The spring and winter printed
ads were placed in WHERE Edmonton’s
July/Aug and Nov/Dec editions and a social
media campaign using the Town’s online
channels was undertaken.

Wayfinding Signage
The previous directional signage was
showing significant damage and required
updates due to development in the
community. The signs were designed and
delivered in the later part 2016 but due
to the weather they were not able to be
installed. The signs bear a resemblance to
the design of the new banners and were
installed around Town in 2017.

Establishing a Festival Created by and for Youth
Teen Fest
Two Teen Fest events were
held in 2017 in partnership with
the Cultural Roundtable’s Teen
Council and the Stony Plain Youth
Centre. The winter and summer
events had fun activities including
strategic games, campfires, and

refreshments. Participants in
the summer event were asked
to collaborate with local artist
Daphne Côté to paint a new mural
which will be hung in the CN
tunnel (near the Skatepark)
in 2018.

GROWTH

Developing a Festivals Strategy

GROWING THE CULTURAL ECONOMY

Growing Creative Cultural Enterprises
CultureFWD
CultureFWD is a networking event that
illuminates the creative industry’s impact on
our region and economy. At three events in
2017 creative professionals heard success
stories from The Barn Owl, artist Daphne
Côté, Stony Plain Visitor Information
Centre, artist Robert Bailey, Al Dixon

Photography, Aradia Fitness, Mira Timber
Frame, Camp’n Class RV Park, Rescue
Flats, The Painted Pig, and Mystical Stone.
Videos of these presentations can be found
on the Town website at
www.stonyplain.com/CultureFWD

Fourth Annual Commemorative Christmas Ornament
Stony Plain’s Commemorative Christmas
Ornament is created by a different creative
business or cultural organization each
year. This is a limited edition program and
the ornaments are provided free to the
first 250 community members who bring
in the coupon that can be found in the
Destination Guide. The 2017 ornament
was created from fused glass and was
designed and manufactured by local artist
Heather Lagos.

Summer Sessions in Stony
Summer Sessions in Stony is an annual
free music series celebrating Canadian
talent. The family-friendly concerts kicked
off on June 21 and ran on Wednesday
evenings until August 9. Featured artists
included Craig Cardiff, Joey Landreth, Lexi
Strate, Ann Vriend, Lucette, Matt Blais,
Soap Box Duo, and Adam Gregory. 2017

Alberta Culture Days
Over the weekend of September 29 to
October 1, community organizations and
businesses celebrated the arts and culture
of Stony Plain during Culture Days. For the
second time in only 4 years Stony Plain
was honoured to be chosen as a Feature
Site for this province wide event. Ten local
events were planned by a committee of
members from the Stony Plain Public
Library, the Parkland Potters Guild, the
Multicultural Heritage Centre,
Stony Plain & Parkland
Pioneer Museum, and the
Town of Stony Plain.

was the most successful season yet with
between 150 and 650 people attending the
concerts each week. This program, hosted
in Shikaoi Park, provides the opportunity
for a quick family outing including the
chance to have a picnic in the park, or
partake in the fundraising BBQ being run
by the Stony Plain Youth Centre.

Developing an Integrated Public Art Policy and Program
Summer Mural Tours

Murals

The Multicultural Heritage Centre partnered
with the Town to provide 11 horse and
wagon mural tours throughout the summer.
The tours continue to be very popular
and in 2017 were 95% subscribed.
Participants reported that the increased
marketing campaign promoting the tours
was successful as they learned about the
opportunity from various sources including
the Destination Guide, the Reporter, the
Town letter board signs, and social media.

The mural conservation program continued
this year with two large restoration projects.
Along the Fifth and Celebrate Rotary
were removed and restored and will be
reinstalled in 2018.
Two new murals were created and
installed in partnership with the Meridian
Foundation. Residents, local students,
and the public were asked to contribute
to the murals through a workshop and
participation in the painting of the two
artworks. Foundations and Back Home
were designed and completed by artist
James Mackay of Outhere Art.
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VITALITY
A CULTURALLY VITAL DOWNTOWN

COMING
UP IN

Unveiling of three public art works
Ongoing success with the Outdoor Piano program
Stony Plain heritage film project
Continued conservation of the murals to ensure longevity
Training of local ambassadors and implementation of the Tourism
Ambassador Program
5th Annual Summer Sessions concert series with continued growth
5th annual commemorative Christmas ornament to be released
Continued growth of partnerships with local organizations and
event planners
Increased destination marketing through various media
Participation in the Culture Statistics Strategy project in consort with
Canadian Heritage and Creative City Network of Canada
Continuation of the CultureFWD program
Cultural Centre feasibility study (in combination with Recreation and
Community Centre)
Creation and implementation of an award of excellence in art
and culture
Procurement and installation of two new murals at the
Meridian Foundation
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